Effect of terdecamycin on experimentally induced swine dysentery in pigs.
The authors evaluated the effect of terdecamycin, a novel antibiotic, on experimentally induced Serpulina (S.) hyodysenteriae infection in pigs. In a prophylactic test, feed containing terdecamycin was fed to pigs for 7 days before inoculation and 21 days after inoculation. Dysenteric diarrhea, development of lesions in the large intestinal mucosa and colonization of S. hyodysenteriae in colonic mucosa were completely inhibited by treatment with 5 ppm or 10 ppm terdecamycin. In the therapeutic test, an unmedicated feed was fed to pigs inoculated with S. hyodysenteriae, until the typical mucohemorrhagic diarrhea appeared after inoculation, and was then changed to the medicated feed for 10 days. By treating with 20 ppm terdecamycin, the clinical signs in the pigs were improved and S. hyodysenteriae was completely eradicated.